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30 EURYDICE

to the stones) At last, a porter to meet me!

her) Do you happen to know where the bank
money. I've just arrivedZ need to exchange
my monepat the Bureau de ? nge. I didn’t bring

traveler’s cliecks because I leftfn such a hurry. They
didn’t even lekme pack my suitéase. There’s nothing in
it! That's funny\ right? Funni{é ha ha! I suppose I can
buy new clothes Yiere. I would really love a bath.

FATHER. Eurydice!

EURYDICE. What is that\langufge you're speaking? It gives
me tingles. Say it aghin.

FATHER. Eurydice!

EURYDICE. Oooh — it’s lik.

FATHER. Eurydice — I'm

EURYDICE. (strangely ‘i%mtiﬂg ‘urydice — I'm your father,
How funny! You femind mg of something but I can’t
understand a x?ard you're saj\ng. Say it again!

FATHER. Your fathef.

STONES, ({o the fgther) Shut up, shut
She doesn’f understand you.
She’s deagt now too.

fruit! Again|

You hay€ to speak in the language of stdnes.
FATHER. You're dead now. I'm dead, too.

EURYDICE. Yes, that’s right. I need a reservation. For the
fancy hotel.

FATHER. When you were alive, I was your father.

STONES. Father is not a word that dead people under-
stand.

BIG STONE. He is what we call subversive,
FATHER. When you were alive, I was your tree.

EURYDICE. My treel Yes, the tall one in the back yard! I
used to sit all day in its shade!

She sits at the feet of her father;

EURYDICE. Ah — there — shade!
LITTLE STONE. There is a problem here.
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EURYDICE. Is there any entertainment at the hotel? Any
dancing ladies? Like with the great big fans?

FATHER. I named you Furydice. Your mother named all the
other children. But Eurydice I chose for you.

BIG STONE. Be careful, sir.

FATHER. Eurydice. I wanted to remember your name. I
asked the stones. They said: Forget the names — the
names make you remember. ‘;‘

LOUD STONE. We told you how it works!

FATHER. One day it would not stop raining.
I heard your name inside the rain — somewhere
between the drops — I saw falling letters. Each letter of
your name — I began to translate.
E -1 remembered elephants. U — I remembered ulcers
and under. R — I remembered reindeers. I saw them
putting their black noses into snow. Y — youth and
yellow. D — dog, dig, daughter, day. Time poured into
my head. The days of the week. Hours, months....

EURYDICE. The tree talks so beautifully.

STONES. Don’t listen!

EURYDICE. I feel suddenly hungry! Where is the porter who

met me at the station?
o

FATHER. Here I am. Eny
__ FATHER. H of

EURYDICE. I would like a continental breakfast, please.
Maybe some rolls and butter. Oh — and jam. Please
take my suitcase to my room, if you would.

FATHER. I'm sorry, Miss, but there are no rooms here.

EURYDICE. What? No rooms? Where do people sleep?

FATHER. People don’t sleep here.

EURYDICE. I have to say I'm very disappointed. It's been
such a tiring day. I've been traveling all day — first on a
river, then on an elevator that rained, then on a train...I
thought someone would meet me at the station...

Lourydice is on the verge of tears.
STONES. Don’t cry! Don’t cry!



