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[He sighs in fiustration. He gets an ideq and brightens up. He consulls the book,
flipping through a few pages. He runs offstage, and re-enters a wioment later
dressed as a guard and carrying a sword.]

D/GUARD: “Who's there?

D/IANOTHER GUARD |Using another voice and changing his posture.] Nay,
angwes ne. Stand and unfold yourself.

D/FIRST GUARD: Long live the King,
D/SECOND GUARD: Bernardo?
[DANIEL reafizes how lame this is, and stops.}

DANIEL: So, a horse walks inte a bar. And the bartender says . . . [Hes got
nathing.] ¥rck, [NOTE: the horse joke is just ihe briefest possible stall here. The
actor may choose to fell another joke or two, play a shori me on a musical
instrinnent, mayhe do an impression or a party trick, Then:] So, [ had 1his weird
dream the other night. Typical actor’s nightmare, We were doing THIS show,
and it’s going great, we're making reatly good time, but then [ realize that we
haven't actually read all the plays, and we're just making stuff up as we go along
Then Adam and Jess just disappear, and I'im left totally alone en the stage with
an hour lo fil), And there’s this vague, sinister threa! wailing in the wings. And
then suddenly the lights go out and it’s intermission. And I'm naked.

{As DANIEL drops his trousers .. . BLACKOUT,)
[Lights come up in the house, DANIEL is gone.)

INTERMISSION

Elocd L A Y B E AL e g e BV e B T ES T e L Ly

36

JESS: Thal’s ridiculous.

DANIEL: Adam, I think all your new friends would like to sce it. [7o audience.]
What de you say, wonld you like te sce Hamiel? [Audience responds.)

ADAM: Okay, finc. We'll do Hamlei,
IBLAESS: Greal —

e if, I'm

JESS: Get back here!
[JESS jumps into the audience and triesW

ADAM: No, no, NO! (Then as if changing s mind gk
touch mel '

{JESS fets ga. ADAM staris (o run.)
DANIEL: We've got a runner! Somebody stop by
[ADAM grabs a young audience memb
ADAM: 'l kill jittle Timmy! P11 k4 .

DANIEL: Fine, but thadf#itcly tum him off to Shakespeare,

[TESS fallows, slamming the door behind him. We hear ADAM seream once in
the lobby. Then silence. They are gone. DANIEL refurns to the stage alone.]

DANIEL: [dfter a lovong beat.] Don’t worry, Jess is usually much faster than
Adam.




